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LEXUS LS 400

st their rivals by a comfortahle
and at a considerably lower

wrice, This they did, not only in terms
of power (250 bhp, 260 ft.-1b. of
torque) and performance (-6 i
under 8 seconds, 150-mph tog

but in refinements like aerod

(Cd 0,29}, fuel mileage (18 mpg city,
&3 highway, according to the EPA),
interior quiet, smoothnesz and the
thoughtful touches that the Japanese
are 80 grood at.

For example, dazhboard warning
symbaols are projected onto the gauge
glass from tiny projectors up in the
panel cover. The ashtray glides out
and back on hydraulic struts. Yama-
ha's piane division supplies the interi-
or walnut par r. The engine

k bety

LS 400 straightfine stability is tops, but understeer sets In during hard cormering, Subdued
Interior is spacious and comfortable. New 4.0-liter VB offers excellent power, good mpg.

.:;E'I.H'.'r.'fj anty matic {ran

The drives 0 cho
different se ift points (Power
and E ). Buspension is all inde-
HIF Spring

[n additic

4-wheel dise brakes with ARS, vari-
able-assist power steering with auto-
matic swingaway column and heatex
outside electric mirrors—buyers can
[ 1onal traction control along
sedts, moonroof and a
Nakamichi/Lexus premium sound
gvatem with re CD changor,







Alirough Toyota borowed heayiy from fercedes in LS 800 design, 41.5 peroert of
oweTeers cloesd Seyireg as & besrdiked Teature. Wirsd tunnel developmen yieloed exoeflent
135 Cd rating. contriteging 1o enceptionas Inberior goier

EDITORS REFORT

The Evolution Of Perfection

CYOTA'S CREDD Sar the niw
Lexus divisaan i3 “tha relenlless

sl of partsction,” Bnd as gn initial
proaf of that ethic, thi LS 400 sadan
Is probably 1he bast first olfering
wa'vn ovar spen, i has Swo of the
tree requirements for cars in this
clags—raframant and paesar

The third reguirament, Praakge,
EakEs A e more fima, bul, iuljﬁil'll;
by tha responses of Dur SwWmHar Group
thisisn'tfarolf. Thecaris already par-
ceswad a5 & bangaln in itz class, with
mosi ol the capabdites amnd ameni:
tices of the gread European cruisers for
|msE money. '8 ol much of & leap
Tecem there D equakty in etalus. L exes
hiag eiresdy I-E!D'I":Iﬂgﬁ'ﬂ Cadillac snd
Lincoinin ihis reqard

Crur pwm sdperances with the LS
4010 larpaly parallel thase of the can-
g The Lesus VA (s &h outstanding
Echievemenl, palenl, quied snd eog-
namiGal ancugh 1o escaps tha gas
D'..IEHEI' tax—urike 8 cargetfon.

Fit end tinigh ara similasly ramark-
paile. inside, pulsite ard gyan wundar
e hood, 1his car 188 symphony of
precision and quadity. Inthe couwseof
soveral pncounbars, wa hive yat io
find & mismatched paned or paint
Ligrmigh, or misalgrsd seam., of gny-
|.|'I:I"I-|; et didm T work. Paimquality is
o the highest aorder, ard 1he moughil-
il peopia icuchas that please the
carrs gal high marks hoee o wel
This & & car ihat beging providing
panar plagsure the mament he or
gha satlles inbehing e wheel

Rl quankty is presssahy whit wo'd
axpact al & greatl luxry car, and
marg. The LS 400 inons: aut Manbsl-
tan's craggy thorcughlares battar
than any car in recant memary, and
makas avan iho lumpsast stradch o
intarsiaba almast glass-smoath, With
8 eacapionnl roise isolation, axcel
lenl sealing and world-class ride, il's
Feard 1o imBagineg a car Dattes gudlad [
long-tigtanca traval,

Bul pedfaction ig an abaalita con-
cept. and we have yal o se81ha per-
fact car, For example, wa disagres
with piamers wha soe handing as this
car's strongest suit, The LS 400's
sirdighifine siahiily is wirhaly Rull-
lesg. Bul on winding counbng [Bnes,
the Lexwus can be pushed infa malish
uncarsigar. and s responsas i raps
id changes in direclion are anly ord
riary by Exiropsan skandords.

Wa lind (hat the LS 400" cail
spring salup perlianma baltar in this
regard than the oplionad gir apring
Ealgpension, bul it sl lecks the taul
feal And response 04, BEY, B BEWMW
T35l

Bt that crficism stams from Tayo
ta's markal pasitioning varsus 1ha
Europeans. For all ltsimitation ol
Mercedes siyling, this is not & Ewo-
pean car. I°s 8 Rl inbarpralston an
he lusoury sedan thama, ans thai can
stand quibe soidly on |k5.own maris,

Periaction willl always remain just
aver the horzon. But [orfhe Laxus LS
400, oufzlanding makes a prefly
Qoo Elaring point. — Ty Swan




SUMMARY OF LEXUS LS 400 OWNERS REPORTS*

Totnl miles driven I.EII]{I B4
Avernge miles per gallon
In town 158.2
On the highway 11
M nru;ptmm: chosen:
emate enlry syetem i
Fower memnroud 1,3
Luxury group 5i.H
AMOry BEAt 43.8
CD player 7.6
mn oot ol 35,2
Cellular telephaone al.8
Alrsuspension system 224
Why did you choose the Lexus
LS 4047
Lilee the styling 31.5%
Price &= right 28,0
ality M5
rformance 224
I[n-nd]mg 20.5
utatbon 1849
"::Ier 1o overnll Tkes;
benee Bl 0%
Ridjnu,rqwlitim 43.1
FPower and performance. 42,8
Sty limgg 1.4

Handbing B 4
Comfart 8.2z
Bpecific dislikes:
H-:l complaints 3.4
Etvlinj too blund b6
Shoulder hurness rubs neck 6.1
sufficiont enmfor 5%
Instrument lghting toodim = 4.8
Fuelmil awer Lhan
pxpirek |
What changes would vou like
Lo mep?
N changes i
More distinctive styling H -I
Add sutside temp pange
Reposition shoulder harmess J.'-.]
Lireater pomfart 4.4
HT:orlunhr sugipar v
Passenger seal) ¥
How much did you pay?
Average 40,112
Range ﬁ:i-,truﬁ-hﬁ (LT
Workmanship opinion:
Excellent a7
Giood 23
Avornge L8]

Poar i1 (BT 14.1
Comfort splnion: Avarig 1]
“romit seats: .4
Excallont ET.8% Number of vehicles ownod:
Goad 1.6 s car anly T.6%
Averige 1.& Twn cara 42,7
Poor 0 Thiree cars BT
Hear seats: Faar or more cars =
Excellant TT.8%  Would vou buy n Lexus azgain
ol 2.5 mexttime?
Avernge I Yes el
Poar i Mavbe 115
Had iny miechanical irouble? Mo L.0
b1 E9.3% Would yvou buy o different lusury
‘.I!-=-_=I WE  carnext time?
Eﬂnﬂ.muhlr’ i a8,.8%
data far meamngiul f;fla_rhu F.‘I-E_!
i
J'lulrmrepahil_ﬁ-wmll" Principal driver:
H 10005 Male HT.6%
: il Fermale 4
I.lealtr repuiirs satisfectory? Eual B.1
Tes E2E% Age distribution of owners:
Mo 172 LUnder 2% years 1.9%
Denler service opiniomn: q0-49 8.6
Exenlient BLTE  dkplos 483

* Percentages might nat equal 100 percent due to rounding or an insufficient amoust of duta.




